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ships were counted. They had the best weather they could desire for
attempting this port and beach. Next day they chased three coasting
barks and took one, carrying salt, but its crew escaped in the canoe.
These persons counted sixteen large ships and fourteen pinnaces and
barks, carrying a lot of sail in order to make a great showing, and
for (p. 3) three days they beat back and forth in sight of land but did
not dare attack us although they had such propitious weather. We
sent experienced persons to reconnoitre as far as Matanzas by land
and by sea as far as Cabezas de Martires and another vessel went to
Las Tortugas, but not a thing was seen, wherefore we are certain
that the enemy disembogued ... (p. 5)

... Havana, June 29, 1586.

Very Illustrious Sir

Your lordship's servitor kisses your lordship's hands.

Gabriel de Luxan (Rubric),

Document No. 42*
[Rodrigo Fernandez de Ribera2 to the Crown, Santo
Domingo, June 30, 1586]
(P. i)                                        t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
The destruction of this, Your Majesty's city, and the evils which
have befallen us, Your Majesty's servants and vassals, cannot be
recounted without tears because not only have we lost property and
lives but also, which is more grievous, we have seen our enemies
trample and burn its images and churches and blaspheme against
our Christian religion while we, miserable creatures, stood by,
unable to offer defence! The blame I lay upon no man, only upon
our sins; if it belong elsewhere, Your Majesty must judge.
My intention is only to relate to Your Majesty the truth of what
occurred and to entreat Your Majesty, as our liege lord and king,
whose creatures we are, to provide the remedy and not to leave us,
1 A. de /., 54-6-14, Santo Domingo 80. i pliego, original.
2 His Majesty's accountant for Hispaniola.